
Intimate
Partner 
Violence
Generally, intimate partner violence (IPV) is 
defined as abuse or threats of abuse when 
the person being abused and the abuser 
are or have been in an intimate relationship 
(married or domestic partners, are dating 
or used to date, live or lived together for an 
intimate purpose, or have a child together). 
Abuse may be threats to harm, sexual assault, 
other physical assault, or property damage. 
Domestic violence often is a pattern of abusive 
behavior intended to control someone, 
and may include emotional, verbal and 
psychological abuse.

	h Physical violence is when a person hurts or 
tries to hurt a partner by hitting, kicking, or 
using another type of physical force.

	h Sexual violence is forcing or attempting to 
force a partner to take part in a sex act, 
sexual touching, or a non-physical sexual 
event (e.g., sexting) when the partner does 
not or cannot consent.

	h Stalking is a pattern of repeated, unwanted 
attention and contact by a partner that 
causes substantial emotional distress or 
fear or concern for one’s own safety or the 
safety of someone close to the victim.

	h Psychological aggression is the use of 
verbal and non-verbal communication with 
the intent to harm another partner mentally 
or emotionally and/or to exert control over 
another partner.
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experience severe physical violence 
from an intimate partner in their lifetime

 
1 in 5 women

 
1 in 7 men

experience sexual violence 
by an intimate partner

 
1 in 5 women 1 in 12 men

report having been stalked by an 
intimate partner

10% of women 2% of men

About 2 in 5 female 
victims of rape had a 
disability at the time 

of the rape

54% of transgender survey 
respondents experienced some form 

of intimate partner violence 

https://vawnet.org/material/2015-us-transgender-survey-report
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/index.html
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