
Case Details
Damien Thorn is an 18-year-old Columbian male studying liberal arts as a first-year student at UC Sunnydale. 
The events are outlined as follows:

Late September: The student sent some unusual text messages to others in his Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes chat group (FCA is a Christian group loosely connected to campus) in which he participates. 
He wrote, “I don’t feel safe in 3rd floor Stevenson Hall and can someone come to my dorm if possible? 
Someone with farm experience? It’s not scary I promise. Their eggs” and “Read apocalypse, I’m the 
prophecy.” He also talked to his roommate about the eggs, causing the roommate anxiety. 

9/29/24: Campus police and residential life responded to the student who was partially clothed and 
talking about the apocalypse, prophecy, angels, and how he was chosen by God. He had felt warm and 
removed all his clothes in the laundry room. He then turned on the washer and pulled the machine 
onto the floor to feel the water. He made two holes in the walls with his knee and left the laundry 
room. The door locked behind him, so he then went outside (fully naked). Another student gave him 
a pair of gym shorts. On-campus police then interviewed him, and he was transported for a medical 
clearance and psychiatric hold. The walk out the front door of Stevenson Hall toward Dunwirth Hall was 
public, with several students noticing Mr. Thorn in handcuffs. There were many videos of the incident 
on the college’s Fizz account. 

9/29/24: Mr. Thorn’s roommate shared some concerns with the residential life staff about his behavior 
prior to the hospitalization. He shared, “At one point this weekend Damien woke him up at 3 or 4 AM 
because Damien was punching Damien’s’ mattress, allegedly “for lacrosse practice” of sorts.” The 
roommate said Damien seemed overconfident in his skills and that his mother had called him dozens of 
times without Damien answering. His roommate said Damien’s’ parents seemed worried. 

10/9/24: Released from the hospital. 

Mr. Thorn reports no previous history of this type of behavior. While his family (mother, father, and younger 
brother Angel [16]) attend a local Pentecostal-type church, Mr. Thorn said the family wasn’t overly religious. 
His father works as at a local packaging plant, and his mother is a homemaker. They live about an hour from 
the college, and he is currently staying with his parents following his hospitalization. Both parents can speak 
and understand some English but struggle and would benefit from an interpreter. Mr. Thorn is fluent in English 
and Spanish and has been studying Japanese. 

During his initial week at UC Sunnydale, he shared that he was excited to be at the school. He shared, “I was 
really doing all my work. I was ahead of the, I was ahead of everyone in class. I was doing really well, really 
well.” He is currently enrolled in religious studies, World History, Mathematics, and a general science course. 
He would like to return to campus and drop his religious studies and mathematics courses. He also expressed 
interest in staying connected to his FCA group and the Lacrosse team. 
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