
Managing uncomfortable and/or 
awkward language in the interview

Put them at 
ease:

“I know this is a difficult thing to talk about, 
but I need to ask you some questions.”

Don’t police 
their language:

“Tell me what happened in your 
own words.”

Ask for 
clarification:

“When you said you were fooling around, 
what exactly were you doing?”

Help them if 
they struggle:

Don’t skip the 
details:

Reflect on 
your comfort:

“If it’s too hard to talk about, can you 
show me on this diagram where they 

touched you?”

“How did you move from oral to 
vaginal sex? What happened in between?”

If you show discomfort, they will 
have a harder time opening up.
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